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12/19/65 

^ear Sol, 

Two ads In today’s V/ashlngtou Post Indicate that whatever hss happened to Ivon, 

Ivan Obolensky^ Inc#, is still in business. There ia a rather large display by 
Grentenos for the book "Shame of the Nation", by Philip Stern, crediting the book 
to Ivan Obolbensy, Inc#, New York# nd in the book-review section, that Ad? the 
Herald i ribune, there is a review of the new book, "The Beggar" , also credited to 
Ivan# These do not, of course, rulo out the possibility these books were in the 
works end that, after ccimaittments for publication, Ivan folded# But they also 
indicate the continuance of 8 corporate entity* 

There is some news with ua, only partly good# Vanguard ha3 written rae that they 
8rev"very interested* in my book and asked if I have yet contracted for it. I 
replied that ^ haven’t and, I suppose, I’ll hear from them soon* I would prefer 
almost any of the other houses whore the book is now being conisdered but which, 
fbr vrrious reasons, cannot move au fast* Because I think I detect a possible 
©9rlous intent in several of the others (ell of whom know the submission is multiple) 
when I wa3 in New York Monday and Tuesday 1 avoided phoning Vaaguard# Their letter 
awaited me on my return# 

I apparently have some medical difficulties the nature of whioh has not been 
determined but the potential of which ia not pleasant# There has been a change in 
my bowels# Stool examination a week ago revealed microscopic blood# There have 
been since then two blood tests, the results of which * do not know, there is to be 
further stool examination and several lower-abdominal examinations scheduled for 
^enuary 4 and 5. The tentative diagnosis whan I first reported this to the doctor 
WB8 nerves, coming from the tensions end conditions of our lives# I hope that this 
diagnosis, no several months o3id, holds. But in the event thia turns out to bo 
more serious, if there ia any legal thing I should do by ay of preparation, please 
let me know# As of now, I do not plan to return to N© w York unless there is a 
specific reason for doing so# The book is now at Little-Brown (editorial approval 
three weeks ego, sent to Boston for policy dotanainntion), Hought on-Mi fflin (appar- 
ently approved by reader, on desk of editor last Monday), Norton (where it was intro- 
duced by salesman with high cruise as book and money maker, to President, who 3a w 
me and is reading himself, interrupted, unfortunately, by board of directors meeting), 
Bafctam (delivered last ~ondoy p*m#), Hawthorn (two weeks 8go), and Parslax, an 
affiliate of Grove but not part of tho corporate structure, wtere the President, a 
lawyer, has read and approved and whore their expressed concern is over the "package", 
by which I think they moan whether they can arrange for Grove distribution, as they 
did with Malcom X book, fbr they ere new# 

Should A h^ve oocaeion to return to N.Y#, I will try and make it between Xmas and 
New *ears, because I haveto be on a liquid diet beginning a*m# the third, and, of 
course, have to be here the 4th# end 5th, But unless a publisher asks me to, I v/ont# 

I have kept working, am not borrowing trouble, and havec-ompleted 8 manuscript with 
which I am not satisfied but nonetheless will now submit in the Dutton Animal Book 
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